Interpreting the Facts of the Archaeological Record
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As we discussed last week, archaeologists and historians try to piece together the facts to accurately reconstruct the events of the past.  Yet, the evidence and facts can only give us limited information, so we are often forced to interpret the possible meaning of the facts and evidence that we gather.  In the following questions, imagine you are an archaeologist who finds the following objects on an archaeological excavation.  You must identify the facts and evidence you have found, and then try to interpret the meaning of these facts.

1.)
While excavating a site in Ethiopia, you find many flint spear points, several elephant bones, and 

evidence of a fire pit.


Facts





Interpretation
2.)
In a cave in Northern Germany, you find the remains of a Neanderthal skeleton.  The skeleton looks to be that of an adult, who was laid in a fetal position.  The skeleton has been surrounded by objects that include stone tools, weapons, and flowers.  The skeleton has also been covered in red okar, a naturally occurring red dye.


Facts





Interpretation

3.)
In southeast Colorado, you find a set of large stones next to a cliff.  The stones seem to form two walls or fences that lead to the end of the cliff.  At the bottom of the cliff you notice a huge pile of bones.  Upon closer inspection, the pile contains the remains of at least 25 mammoth skeletons.  Near the skeletons  are many stone tools such as hand axes, burons, and end scrappers.  There are no spear points.


Facts





Interpretation
